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number of her patients. She said it may be of special benefi t 
to women who don’t have classic heart disease symptoms 
or risk factors. “We want to get them before they have a heart 
attack,” Dall said. “I anticipate a tremendous use for it.”

One obstacle to family practice doctors offering the test is the 
cost of the ultrasound equipment. At the University of Wis-
consin, machines costing as much as $250,000 are used, 
Stein said.

But machines in the range of $60,000 to $70,000, as well as 
a hand-held model costing as little as $20,000, soon may be 
used for the test, he said. In years to come, the equipment 
cost may drop to $5,000, making the technology much more 
accessible for family practice doctors, he said.

“I think the real future of this test is to put it in the offi ce,” 
Stein said.


